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About 6 P.M. we arrived at the snow upon the ridge descending
towards Zermatt, and all peril was over. We frequently looked, but
in vain, for traces of our unfortunate companions; we bent over the
ridge and cried to them, but no sound returned. Convinced at last
that they were neither within sight nor hearing, we ceased from our
useless efforts; and, too cast down for speech, silently gathered up our
things, and the little effects of those who were lostj and then completed
the descent.

Such is Mr. Whymper's graphic and thrilling narrative. Zermatt
gossip darkly hints that the elder Taugwalder cut the rope when
the accident occurred in order to preserve himself from being dragged
into the abyss; but Mr, Whymper says that the ends of the rope showed
no evidence of cutting but only of breaking. He adds that if
Taugwalder had had the disposition to cut the rope, he would not have
had time to do it, the accident was so sudden and unexpected.

Lord Douglas's body has never been found. It probably lodged
upon some inaccessible shelf in the face of the mighty precipice. Lord
Douglas was a youth of nineteen. The three other victims fell nearly
4,000 feet, and their bodies lay together upon the glacier when found
by Mr. Whymper and the other searchers the next morning. Their
graves are beside the little church in Zermatt,



